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North Spitsbergen Explorer - Into the pack ice - Polar Bear Special

THE BEST OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE DEEP FIELD PACK ICE AND EXOTIC WILDLIFE

www.saleelgharpure.com



I t inerary

PLEASE NOTE:

All itineraries are for guidance only. Programs may vary depending on ice, weather, and wildlife conditions. Landings are subject to site availabilities, permissions, and

environmental concerns per AECO regulations. Official sailing plans and landing slots are scheduled with AECO prior to the start of the season, but the expedition leader

determines the final plan. Flexibility is paramount for expedition cruises. The average cruising speed of our vessel is 10.5 knots.

This expedition focuses on the pack ice of north Spitsbergen and many opportunities to spot whales, polar bears, seabirds, walruses, and

other such wildlife.

Day 1: Largest town, biggest island

You touch down in Longyearbyen, the administrative center of Spitsbergen, the largest island of the Svalbard archipelago. Enjoy

strolling around this former mining town, whose parish church and Svalbard Museum make for fascinating attractions. Though the

countryside appears stark, more than a hundred species of plant have been recorded in it. In the early evening the ship sails out of

Isfjorden, where you might spot the first minke whale of your voyage.

Day 2-7: North Spitsbergen’s natural beauty, wildlife, and multi-day pack-ice

This voyage will take you into the pack ice and along the remote shorelines of rugged north Spitsbergen. Places we might visit

include the following:

Raudfjord

On the north coast of Spitsbergen, you can enjoy this expansive fjord spilling with glaciers – and maybe even visited by ringed and

bearded seals. The cliffs and shoreline also support thriving seabird colonies, rich vegetation, and the possibility of polar bears. We

will try to land at Alicehamna or Buchananhalvøya.

Monaco Glacier

Depending on the weather and sea ice, we could sail into Liefdefjorden, land at Texas Bar and cruise within sight of the 5-kilometer-

long (3.1 miles) face of Monaco Glacier. The waters in front of this precipitous glacier are a favorite feeding spot for thousands of

kittiwakes, and the base of the ice is a popular polar bear hunting ground. If ice conditions prevent us from sailing here early in the

season, we may sail along the west coast of Spitsbergen.

The Seven Islands

The northernmost point of the voyage may be north of Nordaustlandet, in the Seven Islands. Here we may reach 80° north, just 870

km (540 miles) from the geographic North Pole. At Phippsøya there is a walrus haul-out site, while Rossøya is the northernmost

landmass in Spitsbergen. The vessel may sail deeper into the pack ice when wheeling around west again.

Sailing in the pack ice

We aim to sail into the pack ice at quite some distance from the coast of Spitsbergen, watching for polar bears and other animals at

the edges of the pack. Our voyage through the pack ice may be a multi-day affair, depending on the position of the ice and local sea

and weather conditions. Regardless of how long we spend in the ice, these days at sea will be a highlight of the trip. Note that while

the ship navigates the pack ice, we will not make any shore landings or excursions from the ship. However, wildlife encounters are

the main draw here, with good chances to encounter many species that thrive in this icy habitat, including polar bears, seals, and

whales.

After our time on the ice, we will retrace our route west, keeping watch for polar bears, ringed seals, and elusive Greenland

(bowhead) whales. This is also the habitat of ivory gulls. About 40 nautical miles (74 km) west of Spitsbergen, we will sail along the

edge of the continental shelf. Here, fin whales forage during the summer in the upwelling zones (where cold, nutrient-rich water wells

up from below the sea’s surface) that run along the Spitsbergen banks. At the mouth of Kongsfjorden, you will have a good chance of

sighting minke whales.

Forlandsundet wildlife

Walruses sometimes haul out in Forlandsundet, at Poolepynten. But if we cannot go there, we might sail to the mouth of Isfjorden,

where we may see different species of rorqual whales. Our intended landing site is Alkhornet, where seabirds nest on the cliffs, Arctic

foxes search below for fallen eggs and chicks, and reindeer graze the sparse vegetation. Another possibility is the glacier front in



Ymerbukta, where you can see congregations of various eider duck species.

Day 8: There and back again

Even great adventures must eventually come to an end. The vessel arrives back in Longyearbyen in the early morning, and bus

transportation to the airport will be provided.

Included in this voyage

Voyage aboard the indicated vessel as indicated in the itinerary

All meals throughout the voyage aboard the ship including snacks, coffee and tea.

All shore excursions and activities throughout the voyage by Zodiac.

Program of lectures by noted naturalists and leadership by experienced expedition staff.

Free use of rubber boots and snowshoes.

Transfers and baggage handling between the airport, hotels and ship only for those passengers on a selection of flights (advised by Oceanwide) to and from

Longyearbyen.

All miscellaneous service taxes and port charges throughout the programme.

AECO fees and governmental taxes.

Comprehensive pre-departure material.

Excluded from this voyage

Any airfare, whether on scheduled or charter flights

Pre- and post- land arrangements.

Passport and visa expenses.

Government arrival and departure taxes.

Meals ashore.

Baggage, cancellation and personal insurance (which is strongly recommended).

Excess baggage charges and all items of a personal nature such as laundry, bar, beverage charges and telecommunication charges.

The customary gratuity at the end of the voyages for stewards and other service personnel aboard (guidelines will be provided).

Get in Touch to confirm your seat!

info@saleelgharpure.com

+91 9987977075

www.saleelgharpure.com

http://www.SaleelGharpure.com
mailto:info@Saleelgharpure.Com
tel:01234%20567%20890


ABOUT THE SHIP

The ice-strengthened vessel “Ortelius” is an excellent vessel for 

Polar expedition cruises in the Arctic and Antarctica, providing 

us with possibilities to adventure in remote locations such as the 

Ross Sea and Franz Josef Land.

“Ortelius” was built in Gdynia, 
Poland in 1989, was named 
“Marina Svetaeva”, and served as a 
special purpose vessel for the 
Russian Academy of Science.  
The vessel is re-flagged and 
renamed “Ortelius”. As Plancius, 
Ortelius was a Dutch / Flemish 
cartographer. Abraham Ortelius 
(1527 – 1598) published the first 
modern world atlas, the Theatrum 
Orbis Terrarum or Theatre of the 
World in 1570. At that time, the 
atlas was the most expensive book 
ever printed.

The vessel has the highest ice-class 
notation (UL1 equivalent to 1A) and 
is therefore very suitable to navigate 
in solid one-year sea ice and loose 
multi-year pack ice. “Ortelius” is a 
great expedition vessel for 108 
passengers with lots of open-deck 
spaces.

The vessel is manned by 24 highly 
experienced international nautical 
crew, 20 international hotel crew, 
including stewardesses, 8 expedition 
staff (1 expedition leader and 7 
guides/lecturers), and 1 doctor.

The vessel offers simple but 
comfortable cabins and public 
spaces • 4 quadruple cabins with 
bunk beds (these can also be used 
as triple or twin cabins) • 26 twin 
porthole cabin with 2 single lower 
berths • 12 twin cabins with 
windows and 2 single lower berths • 
2 twin deluxe cabins with windows 
and 2 single lower berths • 6 
superior cabins with double beds. All 
cabins are spacious outside cabins 
with a minimum of two portholes or 
windows per cabin and all cabins 
have private shower and toilet.

”Ortelius” offers a comfortable hotel 
standard, with one restaurant, a 
bar/lecture room. Our voyages are 
primarily developed to offer our 
passengers a quality exploratory 
wildlife program, trying to spend as 
much time ashore as possible. As 
the number of passengers is limited 
to approximately 108 on the 
“Ortelius”, flexibility assures 
maximum wildlife opportunities.

SPECIFICATIONS

LENGTH: 
90.95 meters

BREADTH: 
17.2 meters

DRAFT: 
5.4 meters

ICE CLASS: 
UL1 (equivalent to 1A)

DISPLACEMENT: 
4,090 tonnes

PROPULSION: 
6 ZL 40/48 SULZER

SPEED: 
10.5 knots  average cruising speed

PASSENGERS: 
108 in 50 cabins

CREW, GUIDES, DOCTOR: 
44 / 8 / 1

REGISTERED: 
The Netherlands

VARIOUS DECKS 
REFURBISHED 

2012–2017–2019

www.saleelgharpure.com
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ROOM TYPES BEDS SANITARY

Superior Twin Porthole
Upper/lower berth Double bed Toilet

Twin Deluxe Twin Porthole plus additional third bed
Twin Window Quadruple Porthole
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Cabins & Prices

   

Quadruple Porthole

Cabin size between 12,4 m² and 14,1

m²

2 portholes

2 upper / lower berths

Private shower & toilet

Desk & chair

Flatscreen TV

Telephone & WiFi (supplemented)

Hair dryer

Safe deposit box

Ample storage space

   

   

Complete cabin 17800 USD

Price for the complete cabin, fully occupied.

Sharing berth 4450 USD

Share your cabin with others for the best

price.

   

Triple Porthole

2 portholes

1 upper / lower berth + 1 single lower

berth

Private shower & toilet

Desk & chair

Flatscreen TV

Telephone & WiFi (supplemented)

Hair dryer

Safe deposit box

Ample storage space

  

  

Complete cabin 16650 USD

Price for the complete cabin, fully occupied.

Sharing berth 5550 USD

Share your cabin with others for the best

price.

   

Twin Porthole

Cabin size between 11,4 m² and 15,1

m²

2 portholes

2 lower berths

Private shower & toilet

Desk & chair

Flatscreen TV

Telephone & WiFi (supplemented)

Hair dryer

Safe deposit box

Ample storage space

 



 

Complete cabin 12300 USD

Price for the complete cabin, fully occupied.

Single cabin 10455 USD

Price for the complete cabin occupied by 1

person (1.7x the shared rate).

Sharing berth 6150 USD

Share your cabin with others for the best

price.

   

Twin
Window

Cabin size between 17,5 m² and 17,7

m²

2 windows

2 lower berths

Private shower & toilet

Desk & chair

Flatscreen TV

Telephone & WiFi (supplemented)

Hair dryer

Safe deposit box

Ample storage space

 



 

Complete cabin 13400 USD

Price for the complete cabin, fully occupied.

Single cabin 11390 USD

Price for the complete cabin occupied by 1

person (1.7x the shared rate).

Sharing berth 6700 USD

Share your cabin with others for the best

price.

GST & TCS additional as applicable if the payments are received in INR.

www.saleelgharpure.com


